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Commission Agenda for 2006

* linabize o water-bised management plan for the ke after
completing a two-year study ol use and user pereeplions,
revicwing a dralt plan and holding poblic hearings. Your
upidate, including a summary of the user survey and
details o how to comment on the dratt plan, will be sent
this summer, The plan is expected to be complelted in the
late Fall 200,

* Pxpaud und improve apon miltoil management and lind
fonding support 1o implement a newly apdated Eurasian
Walermiltoil Management Plan.

 Prepare a Wiatershed Protection Plan Governing Tree Culling
aned Stream Corridor Protection in conjunction with numici-
palities aind other stakeholder grotps,

s Conlinue Lo increase [nvasive Specics intercept inspections
to stop zebra mussels and ofher invasive species.

¢ lmprove Marine Patrol communications, readiness and
respond times,

* lmiprove the Commission’s basin-wide stormwaler and
crosion control regulatory progrinn with more inspections,
better daltow-up and grants to Tocal communitics,

= lprove customer satisfaction via Faster, beter, cheaper
prrocessing ot wharl and hoat registritions,

* Docks, ioarings and marinas—tast, firand clicctive

permils and coforcement,

Spring 2006

Commission Expands Milfoil Work

Two large Burasian Walermilfoil tmilfoil) beds that have
exisled for abmost twenty vears are virtually gone and gonod
prowress was made elsewhere in the battle against milfoil
according to the Commission’s Furasian Walermilfoil
Program Report fur 2005,

Dense bed arcas of invasive miltoil, one near Cannon
Point and one near ea Island, were halt covered with benthic
Barreier in 2004, 1o 2005, the barrier was retrieved and re-posi-
tioned over the remaining milfoil plants, Swim-over surveys
found these two once heavily infested arcas now virtually
clear ol milfoil, Simnilar projects are underway in Pluddte Bay
and Dunhams Bay as part of expanded ctforts by the
Commniission to control the 20 or mare dense beds of milfotl,
many of whitch have gone without management sinee firs
bieing discovered in Lhe mid- 1980, foomtinnes paye 2)
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Commission Expands Milfoil Work
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The Comimission has continued 1o expand s conmumitment W milfoil man-
agement in recent years. “We have a plan for the complete eradication of mil-
il rony the Lake, The key will be (o find additionat sources of Tunds 1o malch
the scale ol 1he problem,” said Bruee Young, Commission Chair.

I all 115 or 77% of the 149 sites where milfoil has even been tound in
Lake George were clear of all milfoil ol the conclusion of the 2005 season, OF
the taotal nurmber of sites, 72 were cleared by hand harvesting in 2005, Over
time, persistent hand harvesting bias eliminated invasive milloil from an addi-
tienal 43 sites that bave remained clear of milfoib for one or more years, 7,073
milloil plants were and harvested in 2005 down (rom 9,387 plants in 20001
anc 17,438 plants in 2003, according to the report,

Altnost an acre ot new benthic barricr (42,000 5.0 way installed in 2005
atd 3 1LOOD s of barrier instalicd ina previous year was removed. This tolal
of F3,000 sq 01, represents a 744 increase from 2004 in the amount of benthic
barrier handled, T addition o expanding the stialegic wae of benthic barriess
Lhie Commission has also expanded the tactical use of this controb method.
Benthic barrier was installed at five small sites in 2005 that had been routinely
hand harvested in previous years,

sSince the Commission resued sponsorship of the program in 19495, no
new beds of milkoil have been alfowed 1o develop, All new sites identitied sinee
1905 are clear of invasive milloil at the conclusion of 2005, Lxisting milloil
beds have been reduced under the program trom a high of 34 in 1999 1618
in 2005,

The Commission’s tedal cost for the pragram is estimated at $ 160,000 (or
2005 with approximately $80,000 buduacted Tor labor and other conlractual
services. The Commission received a program grant from The FUND tor Lake
Cieorge, [ne, ol $ 10,000 in 2005 and ulilized $7,500 00 tunds Trom the Lake
Creorge Walershed Conference. The Darrin Freshwater Institute provides in-Kind
assistance and scientific suppaort to the project on an on-going basis, The
Commission is gratefu! to these groups and the public for their sapport and

cooperation.

if gou think gon have fmod invasive witfoil please contact the

Compission. We will be happy o check i6 ont.




